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What does it involve?

 3 main projects.

 Year 9:  Foundation
 (learning and beginning to build portfolio ideas for one year)

 Year 10: Coursework 
 (building a portfolio and taking a mock exam)

 Year 11: Portfolio work and Exam....
 (20 hours of preparation in sessions and a 10 hour final exam!)
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The Foundation Stage

S This stage is designed to 
increase learners’ 
confidence and capability 
with a range of media and 
techniques, including 
painting and drawing, 
sculpture, printmaking and 
photography.

S It begins to develop 
learners’ understanding of 
the assessment objectives 
in Art and Design and helps 
them understand the 
process.
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Coursework…60%

S Learners develop a portfolio 
during cohort 9 and 10 and 
refine it in the early part of 
cohort 11. This builds on their 
earlier practice and 
continues to develop their 
skills and understanding.

S Learners are expected to 
continue to develop work 
using a variety of media and 
are required to produce 
outcomes in either Paint, 
Sculpture, Printmaking or 
Photography
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Sketchbook work is key… 
for exploring, researching and experimenting
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Work is produced in lots of different 

ways, learners are encouraged to make 

their own choices about this..
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Drawing

Painting

Sculpture

Printmaking



We encourage learners to take influence from a wide variety 

of sources, including galleries and museums, to support 

their studies and we always try to run visits during the 

course of the GCSE. 
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Final exam…40%

S Learners are 
given a externally 
set titles for their 
final 
investigations 
and piece

S They are given 
approx 20 hours 
of classroom time 
to investigate the 
theme before 
producing a final 
piece during a 10 
hour ‘exam’. 

8



Finally.. learners display their work for 

grading and invite parents to a private view to 

celebrate their achievements
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 Learners who genuinely ENJOY the subject

 Learners who like to challenge themselves 
and be creative

 Learners who are prepared to keep trying 
and exploring even when things sometimes 
go wrong

 Learners who are prepared to work for at 
least one hour a week at home and who can 
focus in class

Who will thrive in Art GCSE



FAQ’s

S C10 have told me that Art is a lot of work…is this true?

S The 10 hour exam sounds really intense…what is it like?

S Is it true that you can only take Art if you are amazing at 

drawing?
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Any Questions…?

 Take this opportunity to ask anything you like about the 

subject and whether it is right for your child…
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