
WHY CHOOSE 
GEOGRAPHY FOR GCSE?



What?

How?Who?

Why?

Where?

When?



If you love 
Geography, 

why not 
choose it?

It fosters 
transferable 
skills which 
employers 
look for!

Get to know 
the physical 
and human 

world 
through 

fieldwork! 

Geography is 
about the future 
and encourages 
flexible thinking!

Make wise decisions that 
balance the environment, 

economic and social concerns in 
the context of sustainable 

development!



Geography is…
• Exciting
• Inspiring
• Relevant to ‘real life’ 

experience
• Varied and challenging in 

subject matter
• Able to foster all key skills
• Appealing to future 

employers
• A high achieving subject 

in school

“Geography looks to the future and 
will prepare your son or daughter for 
the world of the 21st century.  It is an 
essential contribution to education for 

life.”
(Royal Geographical Society)



Main Foci in Geography:

● Physical

● Human

● Environmental

● Sustainability

It covers a wide range of subject matter, all 
directly relevant to issues in the world 
today.



LANDSCAPES • Geography bridges the social 
sciences (human geography) and 
earth sciences (physical 
geography).  

• It is, quite simply, about the world in which we 
live and how the human and natural 
environments interact. This means students 
learn to understand current affairs and key 
global issues, preparing them well to be future 
world citizens.

ENVIRONMENTSPEOPLESPLACES



What will you gain from studying Geography? 
GCSE: 

At GCSE you will learn how human and physical 
processes bring about change and interact at 
different scales. You will study the UK and other 
places, geomorphic processes and landscapes; 
weather and climate; global ecosystems and 
biodiversity; resources and their management; 
and cities and global economic development. 
You will use geographical skills including the 
use of maps, Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS), data collection, statistics and fieldwork. 





1. Global Hazards

 How can weather be hazardous?
How do plate tectonics shape our world?



2. Changing Climate

What evidence is there to suggest climate 
change is a natural process?



  3. Distinctive Landscapes

What makes a 
landscape 
distinctive? 

 What makes a 
landscape distinctive?

What influences the 
landscapes of the UK?



4. Sustaining Ecosystems

Why are natural ecosystems 
important?

Why should tropical 
rainforests matter to us?

Is there more to polar 
environments than ice?





5. Urban Futures

•  Why do more than half the 
world’s population live in 
urban areas?

• What are the challenges and 
opportunities for cities today?



6. Dynamic Development
Why are some countries 
richer than others?

Are LIDCs likely to stay 
poor? 



 7. UK in the 21st Century

How is the UK 
changing in the 
21st century?

 Is the UK 
losing its global 
significance?



8. Resource Reliance

Will we run out of 
natural resources?

Can we feed nine 
billion people by 
2050? 





Field Work Opportunities

• Current cohort 10 are being offered the opportunity 
to go to Dorset on a residential field visit. They will 
then use the town of Weymouth to conduct field 
work linked to their Urban Futures topic. As well as 
travelling along the Jurassic Coast which links to 
the Distinctive Landscapes topic.

• Learners not wishing to partake in the residential 
will be offered 2 single days out to locations such 
as Walton on the Naze and Stratford



Geographers 
Can…

Geographers 
Are…



Career
Choices

Coastal Engineer

Financial 
services

Environmental 
Consultant

Leisure

Remote sensing 
analyst

Expedition 
Leader

Aid Worker

Diplomat

Armed Forces

Construction/ 
property lawyer
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“Geography is the subject 
that holds the key to our 

future” Michael Palin


